Synthesis and properties of modified oligonucleotides.
Phosphorothioate oligonucleotide analogs conjugated to cholesteryl by a neutral, 6 atom linker are more effective inhibitors of HIV-1 in cell culture than the corresponding analogs conjugated via a phosphorothioate group. The antiviral activity correlates with the hydrophobic character of the oligonucleotide. Some new synthetic methodology is also discussed.